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21st April 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Parent Governor Vacancy – Come and Join Us
We have one Parent Governor vacancy on the Local Governing Committee at The Riverview Academy and we are inviting parents and carers to stand for election (or to nominate another parent or carer).

What is a Local Governing Committee?
Each school in The Golden Thread Alliance has a Local Governing Committee. The Committee focuses on what matters most for your child at this school: teaching, learning, behaviour, attendance and overall pupil experience.

What do Parent Governors do?
Parent Governors bring a parent or carer perspective to discussions by asking constructive questions about pupil outcomes, curriculum and inclusion.  They help make sure the school’s plans are ambitious and effective and keep Governors connected to the wider parent community.

Before anyone can officially take up the role as a Governor, there are a few important checks and steps we must complete. These are to make sure that every adult working with our school community is suitable and properly prepared and the wellbeing of our pupils always comes first.

1. Enhanced DBS check: This is a criminal record check which confirms that a person is safe to work with children.
2. References: We ask for two references to give reassurance about the person’s character and suitability for the role; one must be your current employer.
3. Safeguarding training: All new Governors must complete safeguarding training so they understand their responsibility to help keep children safe.

These steps are completed before a Governor is formally elected, to make sure the safety and wellbeing of our pupils always comes first.

Do I need any special qualifications?
No - what matters most is that you care about our school and its pupils, are willing to learn, listen and work as part of a team and can give some time to attend meetings and read papers.  We welcome nominations from all parents and carers (aged 18+) from every background and community.

Time and support
A short guide with typical time commitments is attached and you will be supported every step of the way.

How to apply
Please complete both the Nomination Form and the Governor Application form (both attached) and send them by 12 noon on Tuesday 5th May 2026 either:

· By e-mail to Sarah Richards, Governance Professional: governancelead@golden-thread.org  or
· As a paper copy to the school office (marked for Sarah Richards attention)

You can nominate yourself. If you nominate someone else, please ask their permission first and make sure they also complete the two forms.  If we receive more applications than places we will hold a secret ballot. All parents/carers will receive voting papers.  

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Richards at the e-mail above.

With best wishes,


Claire Misy
Returning Officer, The Golden Thread Alliance



Nomination Form - Election of Parent Governor
Please ensure to complete and return both the nomination form and Governor application 
form by 12 noon on Tuesday 5th May 2026

Please enter IN BLOCK LETTERS the name and home address of the person being nominated for election:

	Full Name
	

	Address
	



	E-mail address and contact telephone number of person nominated
	



	Signature of person nominated
	


	Signature of proposer (if different to nominee)
	

	Name and address of proposer (if different to nominee)
	




	E-mail address and contact telephone number of proposer (if different to nominee):
	



Personal Statement (maximum 250 words) 







I wish to submit my nomination for the election of Parent Governor. I confirm (i) that I am willing to stand as a candidate for election as a Parent Governor and (ii) that I am not disqualified from holding office for any of the reasons set out in the School Governance Regulations.  In signing this declaration, I agree that should my nomination result in an election taking place, my personal statement can be released to parents/carers who would be invited to vote.  I have been notified that for safeguarding reasons, any third party names eg children attending the school, would be redacted.

I have completed the required Governor application form and have submitted it with this form.

Signature ……………………………………………………………..

(Date) …………………………………………………..

Please ensure to complete and return both the nomination form and Governor application 
form by 12 noon on Tuesday 5th May 2026

APPLICATION FORM – GOVERNOR
	SECTION 1:  DATA PROTECTION NOTICE

	Throughout this form we ask for some personal data about you. We will only use this data in line with data protection legislation and process your data for one or more of the following reasons permitted in law:
You have given us your consent
We must process it to comply with our legal obligations



Sections 2-8 must be fully completed.

	SECTION 2:  DISCLOSURE AND BARRING AND RECRUITMENT CHECKS

	The Trust is legally obligated to process an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) for all Governors who are both appointed and elected.

The DBS check will reveal both spent and unspent convictions, cautions, reprimands and final warnings, and any other information held by local police that is considered relevant to the role. Any information that is ‘protected’ under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975 will not appear on a DBS certificate.

Governors are not considered to be involved in “regulated activity” in their role so a barred check list if not required.

Any data processed as part of the DBS check will be processed in accordance with data protection regulations and the Trust’s privacy notice.

If you have lived or worked outside of the UK in the last 5 years, the Trust may require additional information in order to comply with “safer recruitment” requirements. If you answer ‘yes’ to the question below, we may contact you for additional information in due course.

	Have you lived or worked outside of the UK in the last 5 years?              ☐Yes	   ☐  No	

	If yes, please provide details:





Your position as Governor will be conditional on the satisfactory completion of the necessary pre-employment checks. 

We will not ask for any criminal records information until we have received the results of a DBS check.

Any convictions listed on a DBS check will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Applicants should be aware of the circumstances which might prevent them from being appointed as a Governor – please refer to Section 8 “Eligibility”.





	SECTION 3:  DISCLOSURE OF RELATIONSHIP(S)

	Are you related to any Member, Trustee, Governor or staff member of The Golden Thread Alliance?  
(If YES, please provide details)


Do you as an employee or as a Company Director provide any goods of services to The Golden Thread Alliance or any of its academies?
(If YES, please provide details)





	SECTION 4:  PERSONAL DETAILS

	This is your opportunity to tell us as much as possible about yourself and please refer carefully to the information provided for this role.  
Please ensure you complete ALL sections of the application form. Your application will be treated in the strictest confidence.

	
Title 
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone number
	

	Email address
	




	SECTION 5:  EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

	Highest level of education received
Please state the institution, qualification received and classification.
 


	Please give details of any other relevant education or training courses




	Current employment 
Please state your employer, role, length of time in role and a summary of responsibilities. 



	Previous employment since leaving full-time education




	Other relevant interests and experience 
This may include any hobbies, volunteering and charity work, personal interests or achievements that may help you become an effective Governor.




	SECTION 6:  A BIT MORE ABOUT YOU 

	Why would you like to become a Governor? 



	What skills can you bring to the role? 







	SECTION 7:  REFERENCES

	Please provide two references. They cannot be related to you, cannot be an employee of The Golden Thread Alliance and one must be your current employer (or last employer if you are not working or retired).
The Golden Thread Alliance reserves the right to request alternative referees where felt appropriate to fulfil safer recruitment requirements



	REFEREE 1
	

	Name 
	

	Job title
	

	Relationship to applicant
	

	Phone number
	

	Email address
	

	Postal Address
	



	REFEREE 2
	

	Name 
	

	Job title
	

	Relationship to applicant
	

	Phone number
	

	Email address
	

	Postal Address
	






	SECTION 8:  ELIGIBILITY



   I confirm that I am not subject to any of the disqualifying reasons set out below.

A person is disqualified from holding or from continuing to hold office as a Governor of a school at any time when they:

· Are a registered pupil at the school
· Are under 18 years old
· Are the subject of:
· A bankruptcy restrictions order, or an interim bankruptcy restrictions order
· A debt relief restrictions order, or an interim debt relief restrictions order
· A sequestration that has not been discharged, annulled or reduced  
· Have been disqualified from being a company director
· Have been disqualified from being a charity trustee
· Have been removed from office as a Governor within the last 5 years
· Are included in the list of those unsuitable to work with children
· Are disqualified from working with children, barred from regulated activity and/or disqualified from registering for childminding or providing daycare
· Are disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006
· Are subject to a direction of the secretary of state under section 142 of the Education Act 2002, or to a Section 128 direction
· Are disqualified from being an independent school proprietor, teacher or employee by the Secretary of State
· Have been sentenced to 3 months or more in prison (without the option of a fine) in the 5 years before becoming a Governor or since becoming a Governor
· Have received a prison sentence of 2 and a half years or more in the 20 years before becoming a Governor
· Have at any time received a prison sentence of 5 years or more
· Have been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school or educational premises in the 5 years before becoming a Governor or since becoming a Governor
· Refuse a request by the governance professional to make an application to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)


	   DECLARATION

	By submitting this form, I declare that the information is complete and accurate, and I understand that my appointment or election as a Governor is subject to satisfactory completion of the applicable pre-employment checks and two satisfactory references.

Signature: _____________________________________                                                         


Date: _________________________________


Full Name (Please Print):  _______________________________________________
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