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Subject: Writing 
 

 

OUR COMMON PURPOSE 

 
 

All children will reach their full educational potential and look back at their time at Riverview Junior School with 
absolute admiration irrespective of gender, race, disability or background. 

 

 

Rationale: The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for reading:  

 transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can 

communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, 

pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. 

Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a 

member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 

 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and 
linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for 
developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of 
pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other 
reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and teachers 
should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their English – key stages 1 and 2 for misconceptions. Pupils 
should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, 
skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding 
appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to 
rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances. Statutory requirements which underpin all aspects of spoken language 
across the six years of primary education form part of the national curriculum. These are reflected and contextualised within the reading and writing domains 
which follow. 
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Aims and objectives 
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the 

spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all 

pupils: 

 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
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Skills and Knowledge Progression 
 

Area of Study: Writing Composition 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 
Plan or say out loud what to 

write about. 

Plan by writing down ideas 

and/or key words. 

 

Plan by sequencing ideas into 

sentences. 

Identify basic features of a 

given genre. 

 

Identify examples of 

similar writing when 

planning own writing in 

order to develop own 

structure, vocabulary and 

grammar. 

 

Use examples of similar 

writing when planning own 

writing in order to develop 

own structure, vocabulary 

and grammar. 

 

Identify features of a given 

genre including simple 

grammatical elements. 

 

Discuss and adapt 

examples of similar writing 

when planning writing to 

develop own structure, 

vocabulary and grammar. 

 

Discuss and record my 

developing ideas in detail 

when planning my writing. 

 

I can plan an adapted text 

that is similar to the original. 

Identify features of a genre 

& begin to look for more 

complex grammatical 

elements. 

 

Identify the audience I am 

writing for and the purpose 

of the writing. 

 

Use a range of other or 

similar writing as a model 

for my own writing. 

Identify features of a genre 

including more complex 

grammatical features (e.g. 

passive voice). 

 

Make notes and develop 

initial ideas in detail. 

Draw on reading and 

research to support my 

plans. 

 

Think about context and the 

way in which an author may 

have 

been influenced by what they 

have seen or  experienced. 

 

Identify and apply where 

appropriate the factors 

that may have influenced 

an author into my own 

plans. 

 

Use Standard English in 

writing and speech 

Write narratives about 

personal experiences and 

those of others (real and 

fictional) 

 

Write about real events and 

poetry. 

 

Develop stamina and write 

for a range of different 

purposes. 

Use stepping out / oral 

rehearsal to plot key events 

/ points in a text. 

 

Identify key events, 

possibilities for descriptive 

language within a text. 

 

Begin to compose and 

rehearse sentences 

(including dialogue) 

building a varied and rich 

vocabulary. 

 

Attempt to use paragraphs 

to group related material. 

 

Compose and rehearse 

sentences (including 

Use stepping out – including 

individual variations – to 

orally rehearse key events / 

point in a text. 

 

Use text maps & boxing up to 

identify key events, 

possibilities for descriptive 

language / dialogue and 

paragraphs within a text. 

 

Compose and rehearse 

sentences (including 

dialogue) using an 

increasing range of 

sentence structures. 

 

 

Organise paragraphs 

Use facial expressions / body 

language to orally rehearse 

key events / points in a text. 

 

Use text maps & boxing up to 

identify key events, 

possibilities for figurative 

language / sentence openers 

/ dialogue and paragraphs 

within a text. 

 

Select appropriate 

grammar and vocabulary 

to change and enhance 

meaning. 

 

Use a range of 

grammar and vocabulary 

to select from in order to 

Make effective use of 

stepping out – including 

individual variations and 

facial expressions / body 

language to orally rehearse 

key events / points in a text. 

 

Precise longer passages 

effectively. 

 

Use a wide range of 

devices to build cohesion 

within and across 

paragraphs. 

 

Use a wide range of 

organisational and 

presentational devices to 

structure text, e.g 

Use a wide range of 

organisational and 

presentational devices to 

structure text and guide 

the reader. 

 

Write well-structured 

formal expository and 

narrative essays. 

 

Write stories, scripts, 

poetry and other 

imaginative writing. 

 

Notes and scripts for talks 

and presentations 
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dialogue) building a varied 

and rich vocabulary. 

 

I can use paragraphs to 

organise my writing so that 

blocks of text group related 

material. 

 

around a theme. 

 

I can use paragraphs to 

organise my writing so that 

blocks of text flow and ideas 

are grouped together. 

 

change, create impact and 

enhance meaning. 

.headings, subheadings, 

columns, bullet points or 

tables. 

 

I can build cohesion across 

paragraphs using repetition 

of phrases and fronted 

adverbials. 

 

Evaluate writing by re-

reading 

aloud with intonation to 

check 

that it makes sense. 

Evaluate writing by re-

reading 

to check that verbs to 

indicate 

time are used consistently. 

Proof-read writing to check 

for errors in spelling, 

grammar and punctuation 

Begin to evaluate and edit 

by assessing the 

effectiveness of own and 

others’ writing and 

suggest improvements. 

 

Evaluate and edit by 

assessing the effectiveness 

of own and others’ writing 

and suggest improvements. 

 

I can plan my writing by 

talking about the important 

parts to have in a story, 

poem, an explanation or non-

fiction piece and I can re-

edit it. 

 

I can re-read my work to 

improve it by thinking about 

changes to vocabulary and 

grammar to make it more 

interesting. 

 

I can rewrite my work making 

improvements by saying the 

work out loud, using the best 

words I know. 

 

I can plan my writing by 

discussing it and talking 

about how to improve it using 

Evaluate and edit by 

assessing the effectiveness 

of own and others’ writing 

proposing changes to 

grammar and vocabulary to 

improve consistency. 

 

I can plan my writing by 

talking about the important 

parts to have in a story, 

poem, an explanation or non-

fiction piece and I can 

redraft this work a number 

of times. 

 

I can rewrite my work making 

improvements by saying the 

work out loud, using the best 

words I know and the best 

sentence structures. 

 

Proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors. 

 

 

 

I can make my writing 

interesting by using 

adjectives and other 

descriptive methods. 

 

I can edit my work by 

changing the grammar to 

Proof-read for consistent 

and correct use of the 

language of speech within 

my writing. 

 

Proof-read for consistent 

and correct use of tense 

throughout my writing. 

 

Make notes and develop 

initial ideas, drawing on 

reading and research 

where necessary. 

 

I can suggest changes to my 

writing through reviewing and 

assessing. 

 

I can select and use the 

correct grammar and explain 

how my choices can change 

and enhance meaning. 

 

I can write a short summary 

of a longer passage. 

 

I can research a given topic 

and make a summary passage.  

 

I can give feedback on and 

edit vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to make writing 

clearer. 

Check for correct subject 

and verb agreement when 

using singular and plural. 

 

Proof-read the work of 

others providing 

suggestions for 

improvement. 

 

I can read work to identify 

spelling errors and correct 

them using a dictionary. 

 

Proof read and where 

appropriate change, my 

use of vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation 

to create greater impact. 

 

 

I can use persuasive phrases 

and techniques. 

 

 

I can confidently perform my 

own work to a group and 

make sure it sounds 

interesting, controlling the 

tone and volume so that its 

meaning is clear. 
 

I can distinguish between 

the language of speech and 

Summarise and organise 

material and supporting 

ideas and arguments with 

any necessary factual 

detail. 

 

Use a range of narrative 

and non-narrative texts, 

including arguments, 

personal and formal 

letters. 
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Skills and Knowledge Progression 
 

Area of Study: Fiction Writing 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 
 Use past tense for 

stories. 

 

Use past tense for stories 

Use past tense for 

narration and simple 

present tense for writing 

speech. 

Ensure that the opening, 

development and 

conclusion of my story 

are clearly related and 

I can draft and write 

narratives, selecting 

appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary, understanding 

Show how the impact of 

relationships between 

characters and key events 

can change as a result of 

examples from other writers 

that I like. 

 

I can re-read my work to 

improve it for my audience. 

 

I can proof read my work by 

reading aloud and putting in 

full stops. I can also add 

commas, question marks, 

exclamation marks and 

speech marks where needed. 

 

I can read my work out to a 

group with confidence and 

make sure it sounds 

interesting using the right 

volume and tone of voice. 

 

 

improve the way my work 

reads. 

 

 

I can use an adverbial phrase 

(followed by a comma) at the 

start of a sentence e.g. Later 

that day, I heard the bad 

news. 

 

 

 

 writing and choosing 

appropriate register. 
 

I can understand and use 

effective vocabulary typical 

of informal speech and 

vocabulary appropriate for 

formal speech and writing. 
 

I can understand the 

difference between 

structures typical of 

informal speech and 

structures appropriate for 

formal speech and writing, 

e.g. the use of question tags 

or use of subjunctive forms. 
 

I can manage shifts in 

formality by using a range of 

formal and informal 

vocabulary and grammatical 

structures consistently and 

effectively to match 

particular audiences and 

purposes. 
 

I can proof-read for 

punctuation errors, including 

use of semi-colons, colons, 

dashes, punctuation of bullet 

points in lists, use of 

hyphens. 

 

Outcomes for this area are embedded across all the following areas of study including the enrichment activities. 
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accurately. 

 

I can draft and write 

descriptive work that 

creates settings, characters 

and plots. 

 

 

Ensure that events in my 

story are related to one 

another. 

 

I can draft and rewrite work 

that creates settings, 

characters and plots that 

excite the reader by using 

my best vocabulary and I can 

adapt my work depending on 

the audience. 

 

varied. 

 

Use shifts in time and 

place to help shape the 

story and guide the 

reader through the text. 

how such choices can change 

and enhance meaning. 
 

Write dialogue, action 

and descriptions that are 

detailed, varied and 

clear. I can ensure that 

characters actions are 

linked to key events. 
 

Make increasing use of 

sub-plots, detours, 

dilemmas and 

resolutions. 
 

I can describe setting 

character and atmosphere in 

a narrative. 
 

Manipulate the setting and 

pace to reflect the 

mood of the piece. 
 

Use a wide range of 

literacy features 

effectively, 

personification, 

rhetorical questions, 

metaphor etc 
 

what happens to them in 

the story. 

 Include more detail in the 

opening to a story to set 

the scene. 

 

 

Introduce and describe 

key characters in the 

opening of a story to set 

the scene 

Describe the impact of 

characters’ actions on 

others. 

 

 

Include description of 

more than one character’s 

point of views, actions, 

impact on others and the 

direction of the story. 

 

Begin to imply emotion. 

 

Ensure that the story 

conclusion makes 

reference to the scene 

set at the beginning of the 

story. 

Use paragraphs to link 

sections of the story, 

time, scene event, 

action, mood/atmosphere 

Ensure that events re 

developed in the 

paragraphs around a 

main introductory 

sentence. 
 

Ensure that characters are 

well developed and direct 

and reported speech is 

used to move the story 

forward. 

 

Study setting, plot and 

characterisation, and the 

effect of these 

 Describe the appearance, 

and actions of 

Include a dilemma that 

needs to be resolved in 

nclude action and 

dialogue between 

Begin to interweave 

dialogue; action and 
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characters. 

 

Describe the appearance, 

actions and feelings of 

characters. 

the story. 

 

Use paragraphs to show 

changes in time. 

 

Begin to use language choices 

to create mood. 

 

characters. 

 

Use character and 

setting to create mood. 

 

I can write pieces describing 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere and include 

speech that helps picture the 

character and their 

personality or mood. 

 

description effectively. 

 

Use a range of elements 

of dialogue, action and 

description to good 

effect. 

 

 I can use speech marks 

correctly sometimes. 

 

 

Include a dilemma that 

needs to be resolved in 

the story. 

 

Use paragraphs to show 

changes in time. 

 

I can use inverted commas 

and other punctuation to 

indicate direct speech. 

 

I can consider how authors 

have developed characters 

and settings and use that 

knowledge to plan my own 

work. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills and Knowledge Progression 
 

Area of Study: Non- Fiction Writing 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 
Include important facts in 

my writing. 
 

Begin to write in a formal and 

impersonal style. 
 

Record key words and 

phrases from given text. 
 

Record important key 

words and phrases using 

Begin to generalise when 

expressing point of view, 

rarely, sometimes, 

always. 
 

Ensure that each section 

or paragraph is clearly 

marked by sub-headings 

or introductory 

sentences. 

Include reflective 

comments in my conclusion 

and summaries. 
 

Ensure that information is 

Understand how the work 

of dramatists is 

communicated effectively 

through performance and 

how staging allows for 
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Use heading, sub-heading 

and introductory sentences 

a range of sources of 

information to support my 

work. 

Use tables and graphs to 

support ideas and points 

of view. 

 

Exemplify points of view 

with clearly referenced 

factual evidence. 

well-structured and 

convincing with good 

coverage of the main 

points or issues. 
 

different interpretations of 

a play. 

Include key features, title, 

captions, pictures/photos 

and bullet points. 

 

Include headings, numbers 

bullet points and diagrams. 

 

Use other sources of simple 

information to inform my 

writing, Internet etc. 

Use bullet points and 

notes. 

 

Use heading, subheading and 

introductory sentences. 

 

I can draft and write 

material such as instructions, 

using headings and sub-

headings to organise my 

work. 

 

Include an introduction 

and a summary. 

 

Use an index to support 

work. 

 

Organise work effectively 

using, headings,  

subheadings, contents page 

and index, bullet points, 

numbers, line breaks 

and paragraphs etc. 

 

Ensure that writing is 

factual and contains a 

well-structured 

introduction, 

conclusion/summary 

 

Support work with 

statistical information 

presented in a range of 

formats. 

 

Report on an issue from a 

range of different views, 

supported by factual 

information and detail. 
 

Provide factual information 

and statistical information 

to support predictions and 

hypothesis. 
 

I can accurately use bullet 

points to list information. 
 

I can set out my writing using 

sub-headings, headings and 

bullet points to accurately 

structure the text. 
 

 

 Make effective notes from 

a range of sources. 

 

Begin to edit and restructure 

my work where 

necessary. 

Enable others to extract 

information from my text. 

 

Extract information from 

secondary sources. 

Ensure that the main ideas 

in my writing are 

supported by relevant 

argument or detail. 
 

Re-edit and reword work to 

make it more precise. 
 

I can draft and write by 

using words such as then, 

after that, this, firstly, to 

build connections in a 

paragraph. 
 
 

I can draft and write by 

linking ideas across 

paragraphs using adverbials 

of time (later), place 

(nearby) and 

number,(secondly) or tense 

choices e.g. he had seen her 

before. 

 

Order the sections writing 

to ensure they are well linked 

and that the 

coverage of information is 

balanced. 
 

Ensure that writing is 

wellstructured and 

convincing, with a range of 

information covered in detail, 

in a range of different ways. 
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Skills and Knowledge Progression 
 

Area of Study: Poetry 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 
Use words and repeating 

phrases to create a Pattern 

or Shape poem. 

 

Write a simple single verse 

poem using repeating 

Perform poems and play 

scripts aloud. 

 

Prepare poems and play 

scripts to read aloud and 

perform. 

Invent nonsense words 

and imaginary places to 

use in my poetry. 

 

Use detail and images I 

have observed to bring my 

Write poems using 

complex repeating 

patterns. I can include 

humour in my poetry 

 

Use a range of expressive 

Adapt the phrases used to 

portray a range of 

emotions 

 

Use an increasing range 

of language features to 

Recognise a range of 

poetics conventions and 

understand how these 

may have been used. 
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patterns and rhyming 

words. 

 

Recognise and use the 

features of a Calligram. 

poetry to life. and descriptive language 

to evoke emotion. 

vary the pace, create 

impact, tension, and mood 

and to evoke emotion. 

Recognise and can create 

words and simple phrases 

using alliteration. 

 

Use simile in my poem. 

I can use alliteration to 

create a short rhyme. 

 

Generate and use 

increasingly adventurous 

words and phrases. 

Recognise and use 

similes to compare two 

objects with similar 

characteristics. 

 

Recognise and use 

complex similes to 

compare two objects, 

places or events with 

similar characteristics 

Use similes to help build 

up vivid images to include 

in nonsense poems, 

rhymes and riddles. 

 

Explore unusual language 

effects such as 

onomatopoeia and metaphor 

to create impact, mood and 

emotion. 

 

Use complex similes and 

metaphor to create mood 

and impact. 

 

Use metaphor and 

personification to create 

poems based on real or 

imagined experiences. 

Use similes, metaphor 

and personification to 

create strong images. 

 

Use personification to 

create strong emotional 

responses. 

 

 Recognise an increasing 

range of poetry, e.g. free 

verse and narrative 

poetry. 

 

Talk about the features of 

a range of poetry, e.g. free 

verse and narrative poetry 

Recognise and use the 

features of a Tanka poem. 

 

Recognise and create a 

Cinquain poem 

Recognise and can create 

a Haiku poem. 

 

Prepare poems and plays 

to read aloud & perform, 

making effective use of 

intonation, tone & volume. 

Use imaginative language 

to create surreal, 

surprising, amusing and 

inventive poetry. 

 

Use effectively a wide 

range of language 

features to create impact, 

tension, and mood, and 

evoke emotion. 

 

 

 


