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Pupil premium strategy statement – Riverview Junior 
School 24.25 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding 
to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 

School overview 

Detail Data 

Number of pupils in school  501 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 27.1% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers  

2024.25 

Date this statement was published 5th September 2024 

Date on which it will be reviewed 5th September 2025 

Statement authorised by H. Kotze  

Pupil premium lead H. Kotze 

Governor / Trustee lead C. Fenton  

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £210,848 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £ 

Pupil premium (and recovery premium*) funding carried 
forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

 

£ 

Total budget for this academic year 

 

£210,848 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they 
face, make good progress and achieve high attainment across all subject areas. Our 
pupil premium strategy is designed to support our disadvantaged pupils to ensure that 
they leave our school having had all the opportunities available to reach their full potential 
personally and academically. 

We will consider the challenges faced by vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a 
social worker and young carers. The activity we have outlined in this statement is also 
intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged or not.  

We will focus on the areas that affect disadvantaged pupils the most with the 
understanding that high-quality teaching will impact our most vulnerable pupils and our 
non-disadvantaged alike. This approach allows us to ensure progress is made by all 
pupils with key areas identified through a thorough understanding of our pupils by our 
dedicating and hard-working staff.  

This strategy is created in with inclusion in mind and to ensure that disadvantaged pupils 
are offered opportunities to feel an integral part of the school community through access 
to clubs, rewards, quality communication, and a wide variety of extra-curricular activities. 
The school’s approach is to ensure that no assumptions are made based on the impact 
of a disadvantage. We will use quality assessment and diagnosis to make certain that we 
understand the steps needed for all pupils to meet age-related expectations. 

Our whole school approach towards taking responsibility for the outcomes for 
disadvantaged pupils will ensure that: 

 Disadvantaged pupils are challenged by the work set 

 All members of the school community are aware of the high expectations we have 
and the steps we will take to achieve all pupils reaching their full potential 

This pupil premium strategy will work directly and indirectly by using funding to improve 
teaching and learning, support families, attendance, and staffing. The senior leadership 
team will monitor the impact and progress through a variety of methods such as: 

 Termly pupil progress meetings 

 Learning walks 

 Pupil voice (with a focus on our disadvantaged pupils) 

 Daily attendance tracking 
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Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Many of our disadvantaged pupils have not been exposed to the same 
breadth of high-quality reading as their peers.  

2 Disadvantaged pupils often have different starting points to their peers 
in vocabulary and structured writing. 

3 Many of these children have missed key mathematical blocks in their 
learning and these need to be identified and addressed. 

4 Disadvantaged pupils often have poor attendance in relation to their 
peers – especially since the COVID pandemic. 

5 Many of our pupils do not have access to the same educational tools as 
their peers 

6 SEMH is a growing area of need for disadvantaged pupils 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 
and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Our disadvantaged children make the 
same or better progress than their non- 
disadvantaged peers in Reading. The 
attainment difference at the end of KS2 
has been diminished.   

Achieve national average progress 
scores in KS2 Reading  

60% of our disadvantaged children 
make the expected standard in reading 
at the end of KS2 

Our disadvantaged children make the 
same or better progress than their non-
disadvantaged peers in writing and 
EGPS. The attainment difference at the 
end of KS2 has been diminished. 

Achieve national average progress 
scores in KS2 Writing  

60% of our disadvantaged children 
make the expected standard in writing at 
the end of KS2 

Our disadvantaged children make the 
same or better progress than their non-
disadvantaged peers in maths  

The attainment difference at the end of 
KS2 has been diminished. 

Achieve national average progress 
score in KS2 Mathematics  

58% of our disadvantaged children 
make the expected standard in maths at 
the end of KS2 

The attendance of our disadvantaged 
children is in line with their non-
disadvantaged peers 

Improve attendance of disadvantaged 
pupils to above 94.0% 
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A significant reduction of persistent 
absentees – especially from 
disadvantaged pupils 

All pupils have access to online resources 
to support learning 

High engagement from all pupils with 
home online resources – especially 
those who are disadvantaged. 

 

Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding 
this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £  

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Use of PixL to 
strengthen 
targeted 
teaching in 
Reading. 

 

Reading will improve for all leaners if we can develop pupil’s 
language capability and teach reading comprehension through 
modelling and supported practice.  

 

EEF guidance shows that it is vital to use high quality 
assessment and diagnosis to target and adapt teaching to 
pupils’ needs. Rapid provision of support is important, but it is 
critical to ensure it is the right support 

 

EEF-KS2-lit-2nd-Recommendations-poster.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

1, 2 

Ensure that a 
high quality 
phonics 
programme is 
delivered to our 
lowest 
achievers. Staff 
receive CPD 
for a Phonic 
intervention 
mirrored from 
Year 2 in the 
infant school. 

 

The EEF toolkit tells us that pupils benefit when parents fully 
support a shared project. We know that the systematic 
teaching of phonics allows children to access our curriculum. 
 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics 

 

1, 2 
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Ensure that the 
teaching of 
maths is not 
just 
differentiated 
chronologically. 
Clever and 
intuitive 
differentiation 
exits for our 
lowest 
achievers 
through. Not 
just the use of 
White Rose in 
teaching of 
Maths. 

 

The EEF toolkit tells us that children with barriers to learning 
whether that is a SEN or environmental disadvantage require 
a different teaching style. 

 

EEF blog: Moving from ‘differentiation’ to ‘adaptive teaching’ | 
EEF (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

3 

Ensure that 
Arithmetic is 
taught 
effectively 
across whole 
Key Stage to 
improve 
outcomes in 
Paper 1 SATS 
2025. Use of 
PixL to 
strengthen 
targeted 
teaching in 
Arithmetic. 

EEF evidence shows that if pupils lack a well-rehearsed and 
readily available method to solve a problem they need to draw 
on problem solving strategies to make sense of the unfamiliar 
situation. 

 

Maths_KS2_KS3_Recommendations_Poster_update.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

3 

Ensure all staff 
are fully trained 
in storytelling, 
focused 
teaching and 
sequential 
learning to 
maximise 
progress for 
disadvantaged 
leaners in 
writing.  

 
 

We know that writing outcomes improve when pupils can 
articulate their ideas verbally before writing.  

 

The EEF toolkit has extensive research that tells us that a 
fluent writing style and accurate spelling supports composition 
because pupil’s cognitive resources are not spent on these 
two areas.  

 

The EEF toolkit tells us that there is extensive evidence to 
support that the repetitive teaching of technical vocabulary will 
have an impact on grammar. 
 

EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

2 

Ensure all staff 
receive 

We know that writing outcomes improve when pupils can 
articulate their ideas verbally before writing.  

2 
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adequate 
training in 
EGPS to 
ensure end of 
KS outcomes 
improve for our 
disadvantaged 
pupils. Use of 
PixL to 
strengthen 
targeted 
teaching in 
SPaG. 

 

 

The EEF toolkit has extensive research that tells us that a 
fluent writing style and accurate spelling supports composition 
because pupil’s cognitive resources are not spent on these 
two areas.  

 

The EEF toolkit tells us that there is extensive evidence to 
support that the repetitive teaching of technical vocabulary will 
have an impact on grammar. 

 

EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

SPaG Scheme 
to be bought in 
to ensure 
complete 
coverage of 
this area for all 
students 

We know that writing outcomes improve when pupils can 
articulate their ideas verbally before writing.  

 

The EEF toolkit has extensive research that tells us that a 
fluent writing style and accurate spelling supports composition 
because pupil’s cognitive resources are not spent on these 
two areas.  

 

The EEF toolkit tells us that there is extensive evidence to 
support that the repetitive teaching of technical vocabulary will 
have an impact on grammar. 

 

EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

2 

EdShed for 
Spelling and 
TT Rockstars 
for Maths 

Evidence shows online homework linked to fluency and 
classwork has a greater impact on progress. 

 

Homework | EEF (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

2,3 

Tablets for 
pupils to 
support with 
MTC 

Allows pupils to practice on correct device that they may not 
have access to. Increase in scores from 5% to 18% this year. 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, 
structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £  

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 
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1 x Booster 
teacher & 1 x 
TA for delivery 
of small group 
intervention in 
recovery plan 
for Year 5 & 6 
pupils. 

Research has shown that progress improves when schools provide 
specific interventions that are run by well trained staff that receive 
regular feedback on effectiveness.  

 

EEF toolkit tells us that regular, accurate and detailed feedback will 
increase progress. This is possible with a reduced group size and 
shared starting point. 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidence/teaching-
learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition 

 

1, 2, 3, 4 

1 x TA for 
delivery of 
small group 
intervention in 
recovery plan 
for Year 3 & 4 
pupils. 

Research has shown that progress improves when schools provide 
specific interventions that are run by well trained staff that receive 
regular feedback on effectiveness.  

 

EEF toolkit tells us that regular, accurate and detailed feedback will 
increase progress. This is possible with a reduced group size and 
shared starting point. 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educationevidence/teaching-
learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition 

 

1, 2, 3, 4 

Structured 
interventions 
with trained 
TAs using Pixl 
Therapies 

These staff 
members are 
to work with 
the SENDCo 
and Data Lead 
to ensure they 
are confident 
at delivering 
appropriate 
teaching for 
our 
disadvantaged 
cohort. 

EEF_Digital_Technology_Summary_of_Recommendations.pdf 
(d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 

Use of adaptive teaching in class boosted by targeted interventions 
in English and Maths by trained members of staff to ensure any gaps 
are identified quickly through assessment and closed swiftly. 

1, 2, 3, 5 

LKS2 Writing 
Workshops as 
part of the 
Trust 
Disadvantaged 
Strategy £350 

Targeting workshops are shown to improve pupil engagement in 
writing and overall progress as seen by huger progress in house with 
Year 6 last year (43% to 77% overall) 

2 

UKS2 Writing 
Intervention as 
part of the 
Trust 

Targeting writing interventions are shown to improve pupil 
engagement in writing and overall progress as seen by huger 
progress in house with Year 6 last year (43% to 77% overall) and 

2 
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Disadvantaged 
Strategy £350 

these needs to be applied to more of our disadvantaged pupils 
across the school. 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 
wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £  

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

SEASS attendance 
working closely with 
families of 
disadvantaged 
pupils 

We know that the attendance of our 
disadvantaged pupils has been lower 
than their non-disadvantaged peers 
during since the pandemic. 

4 

In house counselling 
to provide support to 
our most vulnerable 
families 

We know that many pupils eligible for 
funding have a lower opinion of 
themselves in terms of being a learner. 
In addition, there is a correlation 
between crisis and being 
disadvantaged. 

4, 6 

Speech & Language 
therapist providing 
support for our most 
disadvantaged 
pupils 

We know that Speech & Language 
therapists provide targeted intervention. 
This leads to accelerated progress as 
programmes of study are then created 
to be delivered in-house. 

1, 2, 5 

Lunchtime nurture 
support 

We know that some of our funded pupils 
receive the majority of their behaviour 
incidents at play and lunchtime. This 
has an adverse effect on their afternoon 
learning and impacts on their progress. 
In addition, many of these children 
require the social skills to build positive 
relationships. 

4, 6 

Active Play 
provision to reduce 
the number of 
negative incidents at 
Lunchtime for this 
group of leaners 

We know that historically, many of our 
behaviour incidents occur at play or 
lunchtime. Our disadvantaged group 
also get the majority of their incidents 
during these less structured times. 

4, 6 

Behaviour strategies 
to improve positive 
mindset in school – 
core values linked to 
positive praise and 

Pupils will want to come in school when 
praised for their positive behaviour and 
rewards focused on things they enjoy. 

 

4, 6 
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points towards 
rewards 

Does supporting pupils to positively 
impact their classmates'… | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

Dandelion Support 
for Pupil Premium 
Plus pupils 

We know that many pupils eligible for 
funding have a lower opinion of 
themselves in terms of being a learner. 
In addition, there is a correlation 
between crisis and being 
disadvantaged. 

4, 6 

Funding for Rock 
Steady Music 
Tuition 

Improved engagement in an area where 
disadvantaged pupils may not usually 
have access to in order to increase 
engagement and lead to improved 
attendance. 

4 

 
Total budgeted cost: £ 210,848 
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Part B: Review of the previous academic year 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 

 

Attendance 2023.24 
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Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you used your pupil premium 
(or recovery premium) to fund in the previous academic year.  

Programme Provider 

Accelerated Reader Renaissance 

MyOn Renaissance 

Times Tables Rockstars Times Tables Rockstars 

White Rose catch up content White Rose Maths Hub 

Spelling Shed Ed Shed 

PixL PixL 

Rock Steady Rock Steady Music 

 


