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Riverview Junior School
English Policy
Vision

100% of our children will be personally and academically ready for the next stage of their
educational career by;

Key Aspirations
This vision is enshrined in key aspirations;
e An absolute focus on raising the educational and personal standards for all.

e For Riverview to be a model of excellence within the Pathway trust and have an impact beyond
their own site for the good of the children across the area.

e Partnering for Performance to develop a collaborative, supportive and nurturing environment
for all stakeholders

e Raising Attitude & Aptitude to ensure we are consistently good or better.

e WELL BEING is paramount for ALL and children learn in a safe, fair and fun environment which
leads to life-long, independent learning

We are aiming to promote educational and personal standards. The promotion of our personal
standards are strengthened through our Core Values:

Nothing but
our best
will do

Intent

At Riverview Junior School we provide a diverse, challenging and inspiring curriculum that enables
children to develop confidence, resilience and a sense of achievement at every level. All pupils will
be taught the importance of individuality and the need to respect others and the environment -
both local and across the wider world. We educate and enable the children of our future to grow
into well-rounded citizens.

Rationale for English

English unites the important skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Through these skills
children learn to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, to communicate effectively with
others and make sense of the world in which they live.

“English is a vital way of communicating in school, public life and internationally...the study of English
helps pupils to understand how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Using
this knowledge, pupils can choose and adapt what they say and write in different situations.” DCSF

Aims

At Riverview Junior School we strive for excellence and we aim for every child to be able to:
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e take pleasure in all aspects of Literacy;

e read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, developing a range of
independent strategies to self-monitor and correct;

e read a wide range of texts

e read for pleasure and have an interest in books

e develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness;

e have an interest in words and their meanings allowing them to develop a growing
vocabulary in spoken and written forms;

e understand a range of text types and genres allowing them to write in a variety of styles and
forms appropriate to the situation;

e have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

e develop an understanding of what they have read, by making inference and deduction

Teaching and Learning

Writing

We recognise the role that ‘talk’ plays in our understanding of the written word and so, through
‘Talk for Writing,” children are regularly given opportunities to listen to and retell stories and non-
fiction texts. Through retelling texts, using actions or drama to help internalise patterns, children are
able to first imitate, but then innovate and invent their own version of a text; these stages of writing
form the basis upon which all of our writing units are taught. Children are supported in their ability
to innovate upon a known text through shared and guided writing, whilst the invention stage
teaches children the subtleties of an author’s craft. Staff set individual targets from a ‘Cold Task’
which show precisely what children are already able to achieve; when combined with effective
feedback marking, these targets directly involve pupils in their continued progress whilst informing
future planning for individuals and groups. Children are encouraged to reflect on their own learning,

and the learning of their peers, and to edit and improve their writing as a direct result.

Sequential learning, takes children on a journey through each given genre. Learning intentions cover
weekly objectives, which showcase learning over a longer period of time. Children, not only see what
they are learning today, but also tomorrow and through the rest of the unit. Children benefit from
seeing the greater picture of learning, as well as developing knowledge of the individual SPaG tools,
needed to use within each style of text. Sequential learning is driving through the writing process in

school.

We believe that all children should take pride in their learning and so we ensure that children have
opportunities to show what they can really do, providing them with the opportunity to create a
piece of learning which they can be truly proud of. A totally independent ‘Hot Task’ at the end of a
unit of writing allows children to demonstrate all that they have learned. Our displays serve as an
exhibition of the very best learning, allowing children to share what they have achieved with the rest

of our school community.
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Throughout the stages of Talk4Writing, modelled, shared and guided writing are vital. This teaching
approach occurs across the academy from year 3 to year 6 and is differentiated to suit the needs of

the pupils.

e Modelled Writing — where the teacher models and highlights the strategies used by
successful writers.

e Shared Writing — a teacher-led, whole-class or group activity which draws pupils into the
writing process.

e Guided Writing — where pupils use their new skills to complete the activity in pairs or a

group, focusing on particular targets and analysing their progress through teacher guidance.

Reading

Reading is at the heart of the English curriculum within our School. The school library now makes
reading a special and enjoyable place to be. The accusation of Accelerated Reader has become on of
the driving tools to improve reading standards. Children are reading books at their ZPD level (Zone of
Proximal Development). Children are quizzed on their understanding of what they have read, after
completing each book. Additionally they are challenged further with vocabulary understanding
quizzes, linked to the texts they have read.

Reading reports highlight children who are completing quizzes, their achievements and can also
identify those children who may need some additional support. Reading books are taken home and
are changed within their daily library slot.

MyOn is a newly acquired online digital library, the library has a total of over 5500 books, easily
accessible, both in school and at home. This online tool is used to expand reading genres and help
with supporting additional learning at home. Children’s reading trends are also monitored and these
books link to the Accelerated Reader ZDP.

Each parent is given the opportunity to liaise with teachers through reading record books, which
record when the children have been listened to in School by a member of staff and at home.

As part of the English curriculum each child across School will take part in daily guided reading
sessions each week outside of the English lesson, which will be led by the class teacher, allowing the
children to develop their reading, vocabulary, inference and comprehension skills.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

Spelling, punctuation and grammar forms an even more important role in the English curriculum
than ever before. We believe that a secure understanding of these aspects is incredibly important to
develop a true conceptual understanding of English. However, we also strongly believe that children
are entitled to a rich, varied and stimulating learning experience and so our teaching of Spelling,

Punctuation and Grammar is embedded within our teaching of writing. Through careful planning
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from the very beginning of the year, we introduce new punctuation or grammar concepts when it is
best placed to support children’s writing at that time, whilst spelling forms a constant and frequent
part of our practice. Through the introduction of the ‘No nonsense spelling’, children are given
creative strategies for learning how to spell new vocabulary, which forms an important part of our

Home Learning.

Assessment for Learning

Teacher assessment takes place throughout each term. At the end of each term, assessment against
specific criteria are completed within Target Tracker. The children’s performance and achievement is
measured as W, W+, B, B+, S, S+ within each band (See Assessment Policy).

Assessment is carried out using:

- Observations of pupils as they work

- Discussion as they work

- Oral questioning to encourage discussion
- Self-evaluation of written work

Differentiation

We aim to encourage all pupils to reach their full potential through the provision of varied
opportunities to access English. We recognise that our planning for English activities must allow pupils
to gain a progressively deeper understanding as they move through the school to ensure all pupils are
provided with the key tools needed to become confident within the English language. Careful thought
is given to the provision of appropriately structured work for pupils with SEND, often through
intervention groups or those exceeding age related expectations through enrichment.

Monitoring

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English is the
responsibility of the English subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting
colleagues in the teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject, and
providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader has
leadership and management time in order to enable her to review samples of the children’s work
and undertake lesson observations of English teaching across the school. The subject leaders report
to the governors regularly.




